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The satisfaction of Christ,       [August 22.
satisfying divine justice, by shewing that no less than the Son of God suffered for sin, it shewed to men and innumer-able created beings, the heinousness of it, and therefore rendered it unnecessary for divine vengeance to be exercised against sinners, as it otherwise must have been ; that in this way it might operate even in favour of those who had never heard of it: as to those who did hear of it, the effect it should produce would be repentance and piety, by impressing upon the mind a just notion of sin: that original sin was the propensity to evil, which no doubt was occasioned by the fall. He presented this solemn subject in a new light to me1, and rendered much more rational and clear the doctrine of what our Saviour has done for us ;—as it removed the notion of imputed righteousness in co-operating; whereas by this view, Christ has done all already that he had to do, or is ever to do for mankind, by making his great satisfaction ; the consequences of which will affect each individual according to the particular conduct of each. I would illustrate this by saying, that Christ's satisfaction resembles a sun placed to shew light to men, so that it depends upon themselves whether they will walk the right way or not, which they could not have clone without that sun,' the sun of righteousness'.' There is, however, more in it than merely giving light—a light to lighten the Gentiles*: for we arc told, there is healing under his wings'. Dr. Johnson said to me, ' Richard Baxter commends a treatise by Grotius, JDe Satisfactions Christi. I have never read it: but I intend to read it; and you may read it.' I remarked, upon the
1 My worthy, intelligent, and candid friend, Dr. Kippis, informs me, that several divines have thus explained the mediation of our Saviour, What Dr. Johnson now delivered, was but a temporary opinion ; for he afterwards was fully convinced of the propitiatory sacrifice, as I shall shew at large in my future work, The Life of Samuel Johnson, LL.D. BOSWELL. For Dr. Kippis sec ante, iii. 198, and for Johnson on the propitiatory sacrifice, iv. 1:43, 144.
c Malachi, iv. 2,
3  St. Luke, ii. 32.
4  ' Healing in his wings,' Malachi, iv. 2.
principle                                                          family, ii. 85, gives an account of his life at Aberdeen as a student.
